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1 the mid-1980s, Chris and

Ping Lee were in their

mid-30s and had careers in

their native China — Ping

as a project officer in the
animal husbandry department of the
Division of Economic Cooperation
and Chris as the head of a major
tour company,

Then a contact Ping made through
her job led to a radical change for
the couple and two years apart.

In 1988, Ping was accepted for

exchange

program at Langston University in
Edmond, Okla. The one-year pro-
gram ended about the time of the
Tananmen Square incident in China,
and Congress allowed Chinese stu-
dents like Ping to remain in the
United States.

That meant another year away
from Chris and their young son,
Charles.

“At the time, I was already presi-
dent of one of the largest tour compa-
nies in China,” said Chris. “At first, |
came here to just visit her; | had not
seen her in two years,”

Once here, Chris decided he
needed more education, quit his job
Im China and enrolled at Central

Oldahoma University, where he got [hinese "
an MBA two and a half years later. Imﬂw m
Meanwhile, Ping had gotten her our life,

They decided to work for a while
in the United States and got jobs a
Langston University — Chris as a
! financial aide officer and Ping as a
research assistunt and interpreter.
Chris admitted that it was hard
at first, but "now we feel like we
made the right decision. We are very

master’s degree from the same
school in international relations.

“I always appreciate my wife,
Ping,” said Chris. “She was actually
the pioneer for the second part of

Chris wanted to get back into
travel, a field in which he had
worked since 1979, and took a group
of Oklahoma residents to China
while he was working at Langston,

“The second year, everything
was ready for me to start my own

company,” he said.
— I - ; In August 1964, Chris and Pi
Ry Wete showcasing 1 ChinaPlus, specializing in

tours (o their native country, In late
1096, they moved to the Dallas area
“At the beginning, Ping and |
081 eVery group our-
selves,” said Chris. “We built up the
business gradually.”

Chris said they started with indi-
viduals and couples, mostly in
Okdahoma and Texas. They then dis-
covered GLAMER group leader
shows and the BankTravel organiza-
tion and connected with the pre-
formed group market.

“It was a jump as soon as we
worked with them,” he said. *It was
an important jump in our business.”

The couple relies on their knowl-
edge of their native country — both
are from the rural Xinjiang provinee
in northwest China along the famous
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“We Iry to provide mere opportumities 1o see the Chinese people, ol
Just the Greal Wall, the Forbisden Cily and ather histarical sites. We try
10 bring peopie to families, schools, villages, (o let them have eaough ires
ime o alk with these people and mee! them, and lef them knw (e real

he itk Fload will always be home
The Lees love showine offtheir native China

— Chris Lee
Silk Road.

“We know China real well,” said
Chris. “That is our advantage, our
expertise. We do China only. We
really emphasize the Chinese cul-
ture.

“We try to provide more oppor-
tunities to see the Chinese people,
not just the Great Wall, the
Forbidden City and other historical
sites, We try to bring people to fami-
lies, schools, villages, to let them
have enough free time to talk with
those people and meet them, and let
them know the real life of the
Chinese people.

“I was bomn in the countryside,
grew up in the countryside,” said
Chris. *1 know the Chinese country-
side and like the life in the country-
side very much.

“If you just stay in the big cities,
like Beljing and Shanghai, you do
not leam about the real life of the
Chinese people.”

Ping and Chris still escort sever-
al trips a year, but with more than 40
tours a year, their business has
grown too large for them to do all of
them, so they rely on highly trained
local guides.

Chris, Ping and Charles became
U5, citizens in 1998 and now travel
under an American passport.
“Although we look Chinese, we have
to apply for Chinese visas the same
as our clients,” said Chris. “We are
regarded as Americans, but our
friends in China still regard us as
Chinese.”



